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‘King of Battle’ keeps Shkin defended

Story and photosby Staff Sgt. Keith Thompson
4" Public Affairs Detachment

SHKIN FIREBASE, Afghanistan—When
the infantrymen here go out on patrol they go £ .
into battleknowing that the* King of Battle” is : -
watching over them.

Themenof Battery C, 1% Batdion, 6" Fied
Artillery Regiment havethekey job of provid-
ingindirect fire support for the 13 Bn., 87" In- g
fantry Regt. and other coalition forces of this
remote firebase, according to Sgt. Auston
Conner, Btry. C, 39Bn., 6" FA Regt. firedirec-
tion noncommissioned officer.

“We support them for close contingency

i

Soldiers from Btry. C, 3rd Bn., 6th FA Regt. break down an M119 Howitzer for maintenance at

See KING, Page 4  shkin Firebase.

USO all-stars entertain troops at Bagram

Story and photos by Sgt. Greg Heath
4" Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan—Chairman of the Joint Chiefsof Staff, Gen.
Richard Myers and some dl-star guests visited Bagram yesterday as part
of the United Service Organizations sponsored Chrigmastour.

Myershrought d ong actor and comediclegend RobinWilliams, Olym-
pic gold medalist and World Wrestling Entertainment superstar Kurt Angle,
and NASCAR racer Mike Wallace to Afghanigtan to thank dl military
membersfor doing their part inthe War on Terrorism.

The guests performed two shows before an excited, sanding-room-
only crowd a Bagram Civic Center and then afterwardssigned autographs
andtook pictureswith servicemembers

Myers opened the shows for the cdl ebrities by saying afew wordsto
the thousands of troops gathered a the center.

“The only reason we're here is to say we gppreciate what you do,”
Myers said. “It's because of you Afghans have a chance of having a
normal country and normd life”

Kurt Angle, who won an gold medd in the 1996 Olympic Gamesin

wrestling, was next to take the stage and give his messageto the troops.

“Being an American, | took very much pridein thet | represented my
country inthe Olympic gameswherel proudly wonagold meddl for greet-
est country in the world,” Angle said. “And the reason it's the greatest
country intheworldisbecauseof peoplelikeyou, who defend our country
forwhat webdievein.”

Angle thanked service members for their sacrifice and then hit them
with one more rousing message.

“We rethekind of country that doesn’t back down from anybody, and
we're cartainly the kind of country that never loses” Angle said, after
which the crowd erupted into cheers.

WhenNASCAR driver MikeWalacetook thestage, hegot thecrowd
goingby shoutingaloud“ GoArmy!” Duringthe NASCAR season, Wallace
said hewas honored to drive the Army sponsored racecar for eight races.

He a0 passed his message of support to the troops, “ Everyone re-
members, everyonethinksabout you and I'll tll youwhet, wedl support
you.”

Lagt, but certainly not least to take the stage was comic legend Robin
Williams

See STARS, Page 4

English/Dari phrase of the day: Hello, how are you? - Sallam, chotor hastey
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World Nws (Compiled from CNN.com)

The onviction makes Lee Boyd Malvo eligibl
for the death penalty.

Jury convicts Malvo of murder

CHESAPEAKE, Va—LeeBoydMdvowas
found guilty Thursday of killing awomean during
lest fdl's sniper shoatings thet terrorized Wash
ington, D.C., and outlying areas of Virginiaand
Maryland.

Mavo,whowas17 athetimeof theshoatings,
could face the death pendlty. He had pleaded not
guilty by resson of insanity.

Thejury ddliberated about 13 hoursover two
daysheforefinding Madvo guilty of terrorisnand
capitd murder inthe Oct. 14, 2002, killing of FBI
andys LindaFranklin outsde aHome Depot in
FalsChurch, Va. Mavo asowasfound guilty on
one count of using afirearm in commission of a
fdony.

Franklin was one of 10 people killed in the
niper atacks Three others were wounded.

Thesamejury of eight women and four men
will begin hearing tetimony Friday to decide
whether torecommend thedegth pendty or lifein
prisonwithout parole.

Mali rescues more than a 100
children from traffickers

BAMAKO, Mdi—Madianauthoritieshave
rescued more than 100 children and teenagers
from suspected traffickersbelieved to betaking
theminto forced labor inricefieds, officidsin
the West African nation said Tuesday.

Policestopped 112 minorsaged between 10
and 18 asthey traveled in buses over the week-
end inthe Segou region, northeast of the capital
Bamako. They arrested two suspected traffick-
es.

Mohamed Attayer Maiga, nationa director
for children at Mdi’s ministry for women and
children, told Reutersmost of thechildrenwere
fromimpoverished neighbor BurkinaFaso, and

had been sent back to their homes after police
checked their papers.

“Asfar as we are concerned, they are vic-
tims of trafficking because they are forced to
come, forced to work and someone else takes
themoney,” he said.

He said such children were normaly taken
towork inricefields, often by traffickerswork-
ingincomplicity withtriba elders.

Sharon says| srael will implement a disengage-
ment plan if Palestinians do not take steps to
fightterrorism.

Sharon warns Palestinians

HERZLIYA, |gad —Igad will begintosegpa
rateitself from the Palestiniansif the Palestin-
ian side does not meet its respongbilities un-
der theroad map for Middle East peace within
several months, Isradli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon said Thursday.

This “disengagement procedure,” to be
pursued “in maximum coordination with the
United States,” would include moving some
Isradli settlements, drawing new security lines
and atering the deployment of Isragli forces,
Sharon said at a security conference in
Herzliya, Isradl. It would not cresteafina bor-
der, hesaid.

The road map — backed by the United
States, United Nations, European Union and
Russia— callsfor a sequence of security, eco-
nomic and political steps leading to an inde-
pendent Palestine by 2005.

If Isradl were to disengage, Paestinians
would get subgtantialy less than what they
could negotiate through the road-map proce-
dure, Sharon said.

Theunilateral “ disengagement” would be
aimed at reducing terrorismand increasing se-
curity for Isradiswhilecreating “ minimumfric-
tion” with Palestinians.

Putin was a strong opponent of thewar in Irag.

Putin ‘ready’ for Iraq debt talks

MOSCOW, Rusia—PresdentVladimir Putin
sad Thursday that Russaiswilling to gart ne-
gatiationsonforgivinglrag's$8hillionindebt to
Moscow, itslargest creditor.

After meeting President Bush's specid en-
voy on Irag, former Secretary of State JamesA.
Baker |11, Putin said hewasready to discussthe
issueintheframework of the ParisClub, aninfor-
ma group of officid creditors that coordinates
debt repayment.

Russia“expressaditsreadinesstointhenear
futurestart negatiationson settling thedebt within
theframework of the Paris Club with thegod of
relieving Irag's debt burden,” according to a
Kremlingatement.

Michael Jackson charged

SANTABARBARA, Cdif.—Thestagefor
a contentious legd battle was set before the
world's media spotlight when Cdifornia pros-
ecutors formally filed molestation charges
againgt pop star Michael Jacksonin acasein-
volving a cancer-stricken boy invited to the
singer’'sNeverland Ranch.

Jackson was charged with nine counts —
seven of child molestation and two of adminis-
tering anintoxicating agent for the purposeof a
committing afelony. The chargesinvolveinci-
dentsalleged to have occurred in February and
March of this year, District Attorney Tom
Sneddon announced Thursday.

In addition, the complaint includes specia
allegations that could make Jackson indligible
for probation in the case, Sneddon said.

In a prepared statement read to the public,
Sneddon said thealeged victimwoul d takethe
stand at atrid. “ Thefamily iscommitted tothis
process,” he said.



4th Infantry Div. follows up
big catch with Samarra op.

Story by Jim Garamone
American Forces Press Service

KIRKUK, Irag—TheArmy’s4th Infantry Divisionis
continuing its aggressive fight against enemy cellswith
araid in Samarrathat picked up 73 men and a significant
amount of material useful in making improvised explo-
sive devices.

Army Magj. Gen. Raymond Ordierno, the division
commander, said the operation against the Samarra cell
continues. He said the operation acknowledges that
despite the division’s capture of Saddam Hussein Dec.
13, alot of work remainsin Iraq.

“Wethink it was acomplete cell we caught at ameet-
ing,” Ordierno said during an interview in Kirkuk. He
wasin the northern Iragi city to meet with Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff Air Force Gen. Richard B.
Myers.

Ordierno said 4th Infantry Division soldiers had
picked up nine other individualsfrom different cells op-
erating in the area. “Whenever we have more success,
we get moreintel and more fidelity,” the general said to
reporters traveling with Myers. “We also have more
people coming forward and giving us more info. That's
always helpful.”

The general said the division has had a number of
problemsin Samarra, and the city council asked the di-
vision for its help. Ordierno credits the young command-
ers and sergeantsin his units for the successes. “We've
been here nine months now,” he said. “Every single day
they go out there, they are at somerisk. You never get a
day off. Every day thereisapotential that you will come
into conflict. The mental toughness that our soldiers
have shown has been absol utely unbelievable. Thelead-
ers that we are developing out of these young Ameri-
cansisincredible. We don’t say enough about that.”
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Bagram Air Base
MWR presents

“’"R XMAS’

15307 at theMWR Building:
It'safew daysbefore Christmas, and a
LatinAmerican couplelivingin New York City
are preparing and packaging their heroin for
street distribution...

Tomorrow’sevent: “SasaNight”

Llocal weather

TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER FORECAST:

Today Saturday
Uzbekistan:  Clear Partly cloudy

H: 48F H: 45F

L: 27F L: 26F
Bagram: Haze Haze

H: 57F H: 63F

L: 36F L: 36F
Kabul: Haze Haze/Snow

H: 45F H: 43F

L: 23F L: 21F
Kandahar: Fog/Snow Fog

H: 33F H: 35F

L: 19F L: 19F

Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team
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KING, from Page 1

Situations,” he said.

“We have kind of a defensive role out
here,” said Spe. JoeParnell, aBtry. Cammuni-
tionteam chief. “ Anytimeweget acdl forfire,
we'redl overit.”

Parnell said that oneof the best thingsabout
Shkinisfiringtheir M119 105mm Howitzers—
something they get to do often whether it's
samply firingillumination roundsor putting sed
on target against Anti Codition Militants.

“It's not al training. We get to do good
stuff,” he said. “You forget about al the boot
shining and other stuff and just do your mis-
sion.”

Although he said he loves firing the gun,
Parnell said that sometimes he tires of con-
stantly being at the ready.

“ Sometimes|’ mtired of looking a theHow-
itzer,” hesaid. “I'mawaysaroundit—it'sal-
ways there.”

It's that continual vigilance that makes
Shkin aunique placeto serve.

“We're at the forefront of
everybody,” Conner said.“ This
is the place that most people
don’t want to come.”

“Anything can happen,”
said Spc. Willie Young, afire
direction computer operator.
“(Shkin) has a reputation for
mortar and rocket attacks. It's
got areputation for being con-
tact prone.”

“Shkin is kind of edgy,”
Parndl said. “It'sgot akind of
dangerous fed.

“Being here makes you
think twice about stuff,” he
said. “Butit'snot that crazy —therearealot of
myths.”

Although serving a Shkin can beatrying
experience, the“Red Legs’ heresaid their ex-
periences here have been rewarding.

“(Being here) makesyou gppreciatehome,”
said Young. “There'salot of clean fresh air
and you get alot of time to yourself to think

STARS, from Page 1

“GOOD MORNING BAGRAM,” belowed Williamstotheexcitable

) Vach 7

Spc. Joe Parnell checksth position of one of the M119 Howit-
zers used to defend Shkin Firebase along the Afghanistan Pa-
kistan border.

about things.”

“I definitely won't forget therockets,” said
Conner. “I'll have a lot of stories to tell my
kids.”

Although Shkin does get a lot of rocket
attacks, the Soldiersof the 3 Bn., 6" FA Regt.
ensure that the enemy gets a quick reply —
directly fromthe“King.”

crowd, playing on hisfamous line from the movie“ Good Morning Viet-
nam.” Williams whovisted Afghanistanlast year duringthistime, keptthe
crowd rolling with his energetic, off-the-cuff and often colorful comedic
offerings

Many of the troops at the show agreed that the USO show couldn’t
havecomeat abetter time.

“Thiswasgreat, especialy around thistimewhen peoplearedl bummed
out,” said Sgt. Matthew Cusson, Company C, 2™ Battdion, 87" Infantry
Regiment. “It was agreat mora e booster to haveright before Chrigmas”

For MarineLance Cpl. NichalasAshley, 2 Bn., 8" Marines, laughter
wasawe comebregk fromdaily Bagramlife

“RobinWilliamswashilarious,” ssaid Aghley. “(Theshow’s) good for
the troops; there's no better way to think about home than to have some
funny dude crack jokes onyou.”

- 'I. .--- ':..1 : r .',"
Servicemembersgrab for t-shirtsand other giftsduring the show.

Robin Williams gets the audience going when he yells out “ good morn-
ing Bagram” during a USO show at Bagram Air Base Thursday.



Rangers still hope to work out deal
NEW YORK - The Alex
Rodriguez tradeis“dead,” or so
the Boston Red Sox say. The
Texas Rangers still have hope.

Just hours after commis-
sioner Bud Selig ended talks to
restructure the shortstop’s $252
million contract Thursday, the
Red Sox said Manny Ramirez
would not be sent to Texas for
theAL MVP.

The Rangers, though, be-
lieved they could rekindle the
swap of the two highest-paid
playersin baseball. A -

“There is a likelihood the
deal is dead,” Texas general
manager John Hart said. “But at
the sametime, we haven't issued
a statement that it's completely dead.”

Rangers owner Tom Hickswould probably talk to the Red Sox
to try to work out an agreement after all, Hart said. Boston and
Rodriguez had tried to rework the deal so it would be acceptableto
the players' union, which rejected the changes Wednesday.

Selig had set a 5 p.m. deadline for an agreement. It passed
without adeal, and the commissioner ended the talks.

Alex Rodriguez said he would go
to Boston only with an agreement
that met the union’s approval.

Kobe’s first hearing will shape defense

EAGLE, Colo.—Medical recordsand patient confidentiality will
be at the heart of the K obe Bryant hearing Friday, when evidencein

Sports on local Armed Forces Network TV

Saturday’s schedule (AFN Sports)
**NBA Pregame Shootaround (live)
0030Z, 0500L

«*NBA: Pistons vs Pacers (live)
0100Z, 0530L

“*NBA: Spurs vs Supersonics
(live) 0330z, 0800L

«COLL FB: Colgate vs Delaware
(taped) 0800Z, 1230L

«*NHL: Avalanche vs Mighty
Ducks (taped) 1200Z, 1630L
«»Sunday LFL Countdown (live)
1630Z, 2100L

«FOX NFL Sunday (live) 1800Z,
2230L

«NFL: Falcons vs Buccaneers
(live) 1830z, 2300L

Sunday’s schedule (AFN Sports)
« COLL BB: Wake Forest vs N.C.
(live) 2130z, 0200L

+COLL BB: Michigan State vs
UCLA (live) 2330z, 0400L
+»Golf: Wendy’s Three Tour
Challenge (taped) 0200Z, 0630L
«COLL FB: St. John’s vs Mount
Union (taped) 0400Z, 0830L
«COLL BB: Alabama vs Oregon
(taped) 0800Z, 1230L

«*NHL: Stars vs Lightning
(taped) 1100Z, 1530L

«»Sunday NFL Count Down
(live) 1600Z, 2030L

«*NFL: Dolphins vs Buffalo Bills
(live) 18002, 2230L
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Coalition Sports Zone

(Compiled from SlI.com)

the rape case will be discussed in detail for thefirst time.

The NBA star’s lawyers will argue they should be allowed to
introduce the records of the woman who accused him. They also
will try to show mental problemsmight have affected her perception
of what happened in a hotel room with Bryant last June.

The defense witness list is sealed, but prosecutors have con-
firmed the woman’s mother was subpoenaed to appear. At least one
friend also has been subpoenaed.

An attorney for the woman has asked the judge to close the
courtroom for any testimony regarding her medical history. State
District Judge Terry Ruckriegle has not ruled on the request.

Bryant, a 25-year-old guard for the Los Angeles L akers, faces
four yearsto lifein prison or 20 years to life on probation if con-
victed of felony sexual assault. Bryant, who has said the sex was
consensual, will be at the hearing. The Lakers play at home Friday
night.

Analysts said the defense needs to do everything it can to un-
derminethewoman’s credibility at trial.

McNair leads four Titans to Pro Bowl

NEW YORK — Steve
McNair madethe ProBowl
on Thursday along with
three other Tennessee Ti-
tans, a year after the team
wasshunned withno sdec-
tions, but ill madetheAFC
tittegame.

It was the firgt time in
his nine-year career that
McNair medetheNFL'sdl-
gar game. It will be played
Feb. 8inHonolulu.

Kansas City and Balti-
more each had eight play-
ers on the team, chosen by
fans, coaches and players.
The vote of each group
counted one-third.

The Bdtimore contin-
gent was led by linebacker
Ray Lewis and offensive
tackle Jonathan Ogden,
both multiple Pro Bowl s
lections. The Chiefs chosen included running back Priest Holmes and
tight end Tony Gonzalez.

Inaddition to McNair, the Titans d so had linebacker Keith Bulluck,
widereceiver Derrick Mason and punter Craig Hentrich.

Seve McNair has an NFL-b
ing of 102.5.

i

est QOB rat-
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Afghanistan Hot Topics

UN: ‘We may lose Afghanistan’

UNITED NATIONS (Reuters) — World governments must send
more peacekeeping troops to Afghanistan or risk seeing the central
Asan nation crumbleinto chaos, U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan
warned on Thursday.

If the security Situation does not improve, “we may lose Afghani-
stan,” he told a news conference.

Annan had been asked whether he agreed with his special envoy,
Lakhdar Brahimi, who said recently the United Nations might leave
Afghanistan if security could not be ensured.

“1 think it was legitimate that he sounded the darm, and | urge
member statesto pay attention toit and help usinimproving security in
Afghanistan so that we can get on with our work,” Annan said.

Brahimi, anarchitect of Afghanistan’s2001 peace planwhoisleav-
ing his post at the end of the month, has also suggested that
Afghanistan’sfirgt elections, scheduled for June 2004, should be post-
poned until areasonable level of security could be established.

But Afghan President Hamid Karzai has said the June timetable
could be kept.

Annan said security was crucia both for successful eections and
for Afghan reconstruction after the 2001 U.S.-led invasion that toppled
the country’s Taliban rulers.

Washington went to war to punish the hard-line group for shelter-
ing the d Qaedanetwork blamed for deadly Sept. 11, 2001, attackson
the United States.

But Tdiban fighters have re-emerged as a potent force in recent
months, particularly in the south, targeting aid workers and supporters
of Afghanistan’s new government.

A multinational force that initially provided security only in the
capital, Kabul, wasrecently authorized by the United Nationsto extend
its reach across the country in an effort to crack down on feuding
warlordsaswell asthe Taliban.

But governments have not come up with the troops needed to do
the job despite repeated U.N. gppeds, Annan said.

Brahimi hascalled for 5,000 more peacekeeping troops, anear dou-
bling of the 5,700-strong Internationa Security Assistance Force now
sationed mainly in Kabul.

Delegate denounces Afghan warlords

By Paul Watson

KABUL, Afghanistan (LA Times) —A femal e del egate was tempo-
rarily tossed out of Afghanistan’s constitutional convention yesterday
when she stood up and declared that the country’s warlords, some of
them participantsinthe historic meeting, arecriminals.

Theloyajirga, or traditiona grand assembly that isdebating adraft
condtitution, erupted into shouting and shoving when Maldai Joya, a
delegate from the isolated western province of Farah, complained that
militialeaders who participated in the nation’s brutd civil war of the

(Compiled by CIJTF-180 Public Affairs)

early 1990s now dominate committees debating the congtitution.

“They were the ones who destroyed our country,” Joya shouted
from the floor as hecklers denounced her. “They should be tried in
international and nationd courts. If our poor peopleforgivethese crimi-
nals, history will never forgive them, their criminal activities have al
been recorded in history.”

Joya's microphone was cut off and chaos ensued when dozens of
men rushed toward the chairman’splatform.

“Downto Communism! Deathto Communism!” one delegate bel-
lowed asthe chair cdled for order. “Kick the Communists out of the
tent, out of thejirga.”

“What's happening? Sit down!” assembly chairman Sibghatullah
Mojaddidi appedled.

Mojaddidi, who was briefly Afghan president on the eve of the
country’scivil war in 1992, called for someonein charge of security to
intervene, and at least one guard escorted Joya from the assembly.

During anews conferencelater, Mojaddidi said Joyawasremoved
for her own safety and because she had been impolite during the de-
bate.

“In order to make her secure, | told her to get out of the tent,” he
said. “ Asyou know, our mujahedeen (holy warriors) areadifferent kind
of people. Oncethey become upset, it'svery difficult to control them.”

The furor over Joya's brief speech and the hostile reaction domi-
nated questions from Afghan reporters, and one suggested the loya
jirgawasactually aloyajagla, or grand fight.

“If this is the light infantry, I'd hate to
see what the heavy infantry is like.”

kevin_kilgore@hotmail.com By Kevin Kilgore

Laugh Support
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Slippery
crossword

(Courtesy of QUIZLAND.com)

ACROSS

RASBBYRBBHBBNRBBERNBEGRBE®T

ABRRABIBRBHABABR &

Marked for removal
Grabbed the tab
Morselsinfriedrice
Rudimentary seed

Not fooled by
__arms(angry)

Show assimilar

Musical shootout site?
Send to Washington
Sidelinesyell

Country’s Haggard

Beer source

Havea _interest

Musical literary detective?
___sapiens

Geneticist’s study

Tie the knot
“TheVirginian” author Wister
Slower, inmus.

Stir up

Check endorser’s need
Likethe Six Million Dollar Man
“Ifal __ fails...”

Musical voting method?
Strut showily

__-mo

At full speed, on the briny
Margery of nursery rhyme
Shell games

Musical city and its surroundings?
Ankle bones
“Putalid__!"

Tailless cat

Playful swimmer

Fruity drinks

__-bitty

Has to have

DOWN

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
1
12
13
19
24
5
26
27
28
2

Solutions will be posted in Saturday’s Freedom Watch

Loser to Clintonin’ 96
Devil’swork

Skywalker of sci-fi
Nucleusorbiter

Kind of plate or implant
Flat busted

“Puppy Love” singer Paul
Scratch inducer

Cry from Homer Simpson
Least tainted

Dizzying designs

Lunar valley

Knock-_

Signs to heed
Orchestra’s place
Vintner’'svessel

Right away, when doubled
Hockey great Gordie
Prayer closer

Fielding average lowerer

56332888 RRY

BBLIFLBRB8E& R

Queeg's ship
Jazzman's“go!”
Humorist Rogers
“Born Free” lioness
Scout’s doing

Move with on€e's job
Form of bingo
Hazardousfor driving
“60 Minutes’ network
Tees, e.g.

L ongtime Dodgers skipper Walter
Mead research site
Make changes to
Abstract composer Erik
“Shucks!”

“..andthat __ hay!”
Likeartificial fruit
Johnson of “Laugh-In”
Teacher’s deg.
Lancelot and others
“__ seeing things?’




